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and he is extensively acknowledged in the preface and the rest of the book.
Indeed, Chapter 5, on the 'Transition from childhood to adulthood', originally
appeared in 1934 as an article with Mahlobo as the co-author. He had also
written an account of Zulu marriage ceremonies which provided the basis for
Chapter 6. Other sections which derived from original material are those on
kinship behaviour in Chapter 2, on legal procedures in Chapter 10 and on
sacrifice in Chapter 13 .
It is clear that this 'distance fieldwork' , as one might call it, added a good
deal to the value of the work and that could only have been managed by
someone with the knowledge to recognise the major gaps in the existing
literature and the training needed to fill them. Furthermore, on re-reading The
Social System, I have been repeatedly impressed by the way in which it
manages to convey a sense of the integration of Zulu society at all levels. This
achievement is undoubtedly due in part to the ' underlying theories' which
Eileen acknowledges in the preface she had absorbed from Mrs Hoernle and,
even though she does not actually mention any of them, it is clear from the
book that one of them must have been 'structural-functionalism' . Since this
approach is now frequently disparaged , it is worth stressing its beneficial
influence on works like this one which, whatever its limitations, can never be
now superseded , since the 'system' it describes has largely ceased to exist.
The knowledge of Zulu society and culture that she had acquired in this way
also enhanced the value of her teaching at the University of Natal, Durban,
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Shipwreck and Survival, etc.) was shot and killed, and it was felt that Reg
should not return to live alone in the mountains. About three months later I
called on him in Johannesburg, and he apologised that he had left my
manuscript in the Berg. He then proceeded to give me a detailed and incisive
critique of a manuscript he hadn't seen for nearly four months. He was then
93!
Reg had an everlasting love affair with his wife, Edith, in a marriage which
lasted more than 60 years. It was filled with humour and warmth, and when she
died two years before him, the spark seemed to go out of his life. He never
wrote again, but spent time revising Mountain Splendour, his wonderful book
on the flowers of the Drakensberg, first published in 1979. The new manuscript
is on my desk now, and a publisher is being sought who will give it life again.
In 1935 Reg and Edith motored from South Africa to Central Africa in a Model
T Ford. During the trip he wrote long, descriptive letters home to his family.
Later he submitted these, with a handful of photographs, to a publisher in
England, with a letter asking if there was any merit in trying to write a book
based on them. He heard nothing for several months, until one day a parcel
arrived. It contained the author's complimentary copies of the book Emptv
Highways. His letters were that good!
During his headmastership of Estcourt High School he wrote a little book on
the history of the school. After retiring from the education department, Reg
wrote Barrier 0/ Spears (1973), Mountain Splendour (1979), Joseph Bavnes,
Pioneer (1983) and Dragon '.I' Wrath (1986, in collaboration with James
Byrom). Then, again with some assistance from me, a new edition of Barrier of
Spears was published in 1990.

R. O. Pearse, educationist. R. O. Pearse, author. Two remarkable careers.
JAMES BYROM

Maria Katharina Schmidt-Ihms (1914-1995)
In its Winter 1995 edition, the University of Natal's publication Focus
mentions the passing of Professor M. Schmidt-Ihms:
Maria Katharina Schmidt-Ihms, Emeritus Professor and long-time head
of the Department of German in Pietermaritzburg, died in Canada on
18 January, age 81. She was associated with the University of Natal for
36 years. She built up the department from a handful of students to two
fully-fledged departments on both campuses and was the first incumbent
of the Pietermaritzburg Chair in 1958.
Best known to so many of her ex-students simply as Frau Doktor - or to those
of post-1958 vintage as Frau Professor - she will have left a distinct mark on
the academic development of many a student who had the privilege of reading
for a degree under her guidance.
In her early years at the university in Pietermaritzburg - especially when
'her' department consisted of the cited 'handful of students' - she time and
again demonstrated her adaptability, eager spirit of scholarship and deep fount
of knowledge, guiding her students equally well through all aspects of the
degree syllabus, from Old-High and Middle-High German and all facets of
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linguistics, to modern High-German; from literary history and phonetics, to the
study of all genres of literature. From the voluminous epics of the German
classics through all the distinct literary eras to the terse and often cryptic
modems, she was as well-versed as versatile.
Though outspoken about her preferences, she was receptive and quick to
adjust to new ways and forms of literary expression, sensitively detecting in
them the simultaneous agencies of message, texture, imagery and sound which
uniquely manifest the interaction of era, biography and Weltbild in the author's
work. A keen appreciator of art, she revealed a truly unfettered mind, both in
appreciating the bygone eras and forever delighting in the experience of novel
forms and expressions of truth.
Her lectures were an invitation to her students to share the journey of her
agile mind and emotional perception. Her leadership in the department was not
only directed at fellow academics: it was equally characterised by an interest in
and empathy with her students.
Professor Schmidt-Ihms had a profound influence on the teaching of German
as a foreign language. Herself a linguist of note, she developed· a well
researched introductory course known as 'Special German', breaking new
ground, working independently and in the forefront of an approach which was
to be adopted and perfected by members of the Goethe-Institut.
Laying a broad, solid foundation in the knowledge of literature, literary
history and linguistics, she provided a valuable preparation for many a BA
student who would proceed with the Higher Diploma in Education to become a
member of the German-speaking section of the teaching fraternity, both in
Natal and far beyond its borders.
ROLFROHWER

Gordon Small (1927-1995)
(This tribute was spoken at the funeral)
In the crypt of St Paul's Cathedral in London there are the memorials to some
of Britain's greatest sailors, soldiers and airmen. To the right of the doorway
which leads down to the crypt there is a modest plaque. In Latin (which being
interpreted) it says - 'if you seek a monument, gaze around'. This is the
monument to Sir Christopher Wren, Britain's greatest architect.
Well, if I gaze around me for a memorial to Gordon Small, I see firstly this
vast throng of grieving friends. And secondly, outside this building (for which
as it happened Gordon - submitted a sophisticated design which did not find
favour with the judges) I see - not only in Pietermaritzburg but dotted all
over Natal - an impressive list of monuments. So I want to say something
first about Gordon the man whose life on earth has now come to an end; and
then to offer some words about Gordon Small the architect.
Gordon was born in Scotland in 1927. His father William Wells Small
brought his family out to South Africa in the mid-1930s. He was a cabinet
maker and a fly-fisherman and, as one might expect, he had that rare quality of
taking infinite pains about whatever he did. And he passed this quality on to his
sons Billy and Gordon. And downwards with their wives (Alta and Joyce)
through to his grandchildren, so that we recognise readily enough a family
which has been gifted from generation unto generation.
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