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Editorial

Natalia 29 is an Anglo-Boer War commemoration edition, with all five of its
substantial articles related in some way to that conflict, and its book reviews
reflecting at least some of the many publications marking the centenary.

When battlefield tours are the growth industry of the moment, it is easy to look no
further than the Boer invasion of Northern Natal and the famous engagements that
ensued. To balance that tendency Professor Bill Guest provides an authoritative
account of the overall impact of the war on the Colony of Natal, whose economy did
not reap lasting benefits from the temporary urgencies of wartime demand and supply.

In our Reprint section we reproduce an extract from the campaign journal of Lt.
R. Ernest Reade DSO who, hardly out of his teens, experienced the Battle of Talana
and the retreat to Ladysmith, survived the prolonged siege of that town but died in
action in the Transvaal in the later stages of the war. Dr Sylvia Vietzen provides
commentary and notes on a previously unpublished letter of the Pietermaritzburg
teacher and headmistress Mary Moore. Moore’s spontaneous responses to the
unfolding events of 1899 (including the Battle of Talana) show how fierce patriotism
and ‘instant’ unconfirmed information in wartime can influence the attitudes and
utterances of ordinary civilians.

A description of how some of the last Bushmen families from the Natal
Drakensberg became involved in the Anglo-Boer War is the subject of Frans Prins’s
article. It is based on field work he has done among descendents of those Bushmen,
most of whom are now employed as farm workers in the Ermelo district.

Bill Bizley’s selections from and comments on The Natal Witness columns during
the first six months of the war provide an interesting and often amusing account of
life in the colony’s capital under the threat of invasion.

% %K kK kK

The year 2000 will see a new editor of Natalia. Mr Moray Comrie, a long-serving
member of the editorial committee, has agreed to take over from the present editor,
who about a year ago indicated that he wished to lay down the office. Mr Comrie’s
willingness to do this is much appreciated by the editorial committee, which will
remain unchanged next year, and by the Council of the Natal Society, in whose name
Natalia is published.

JM. DEANE

Frontispiece: THE CATTLE GUARD. One of the drawings of Capt. C.M. Dixon, 16th Lancers.
contained in the album The Leaguer of Ladysmith, Nov. 2nd 1899 — Feb. 28th 1900. (Eyre &
Spottiswoode. London. 1900.) The caption to this picture reads: *Our slaughter cattle and treck [sic|
oxen (before they were all eaten) were sent out to graze just outside our defences, under small escorts.
whose duty was to prevent the Boers from rounding them up and driving them off. These escorts
were usually found by the Natal Volunteers or Imperial Light Horse.

(Picture reproduced from the book in the special collections of The Natal Society Library.)
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DIXON, C.M. The Siege of Ladysmith. Pietermaritzburg: Oribi Books, 1999
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Armour Press, 1999

ENGELBRECHT, Bushie, and Schnehage, Micel. A Christmas to remember.
Halfway House: Maskew Miller, Longman, 1999
ISBN 0-636-04212-X

FREED, Lynn. The mirror. London: Random House, 1999.

[A novel about life in colonial Durban]

GANDHI, Meena. Audit of perinatal mortality and acute maternal morbidity in
Northern KwaZulu Natal using the Perinatal Problem Identification Program.
Durban: Health Systems Trust, 1999
ISBN 1-919743-43-X

GRANT, Rina, and Thomas, Val. Sappi tree spotting: KwaZulu-Natal coast and
midlands. Johannesburg: Jacana Education, 1998
ISBN 1-874955-51-4
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GUY, Rob (ed). The naming of Hodgson'’s Peaks and Underberg District’s
Beginnings. Underberg: The Underberg Farmers’ Association, 1999
ISBN 0-620-24586-7

HALL, Darrell. Halt! Action front!: with Colonel Long at Colenso. Florida: Covos-
Day Books, 1999
ISBN 0-620-24112-8 Hardcover reprint. First published 1994

HARBER, Mary. Who will care for the children?: social policy implications for the
care and welfare of children affected by HIV/A1DS in KwaZulu-Natal. Durban:
School of Development Studies, University of Natal, 1999 (Research Report
No. 17)

ISBN 1-86840-314-9

HARLEY, Anne, and Fotheringham, Romy. AFRA ; 20 years in the land rights
struggle, 1979-1999.

ISBN 0-620-24257-4

HIGGINSON, Craig. Embodied laughter. London: Minerva, 1998
ISBN 0-7541-0039-1 (A novel about schooldays at Michaelhouse)

ILLMAN, Shirley. /l/lman’s English Zulu dictionary: a basic guide of useful English-
Zulu vocabulary and phrases. Umhlanga Rocks: the Author, 1998
ISBN 0-620-22978-0

JONES, A.W. Born to be a queen: Queensburgh. Durban: the Author, 1998

KAIGHIN, Brian. 4 diary of the siege of Ladysmith. Ladysmith: Royal Hotel, 1999

KNIGHT, lan. Great Zulu battles, 1838—1906. London: Arms and Armour Press, 1998
1SBN 1-85409-390-8

KNIGHT, lan. Great Zulu commanders. London: Arms and armour press, 1999
ISBN 1-85409-389-4

LABAND, John, and Thompson, Paul. The battles of Isandhlwana and Rorke’s Drifi.
Pietermaritzburg: University of Natal Press, 1999
ISBN 0-86980-951-2

MACDONALD, Donald. How we kept the flag flying: the story of the Siege of
Ladysmith. Roodepoort: Covos Books, 1999
ISBN 0-620-22342-7 [Reprint of 1900 edition.]

MARTINS, 1.H. Income and expenditure patterns of households in the Durban
Metropolitan area. Pretoria: Bureau of Market Research, University of South
Africa, 1999. (Research report No. 267/1999)

ISBN 1-919789-11-1

MOORE, Jean. Eradicating invading alien plants in KwaZulu-Natal: a field guide.
3rd ed. Howick: Share-Net, 1999
ISBN 1-874891-67-2

MURUGAN, Pushpam. The lotus blossoms on the Eastern Vlei. Durban: the Author,
1999

NGCOBO, Lauretta. And they didn’t die: Afterword by M.J. Daymond.
Pietermaritzburg: University of Natal Press, 1999
282 pp. Originally published in 1990. R89,00

PHASWANA, Nkhelebeni. Language and the common matriculation examination
policy in KwaZulu-Natal. Durban: Education Policy Unit (Natal), 1999
ISBN 1-86840-315-7
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PRETORIUS, Fransjohan, and Torlage, Gilbert (eds.). The Hall Handbook of the
Anglo-Boer War 1899-1902 by Major Darrell Hall. Pietermaritzburg:
University of Natal Press, 1999.

ISBN 0-8698-04931 (This is a posthumous publication. See Natalia 26 p. 84 for
the obituary of Major Hall. Editor.)

REYHER, Rebecca Hourwich. Zulu woman: the life of Christina Sibiya: Historical
introduction by Marcia Wright; literary afterword by Liz Gunner.
Pietermaritzburg: University of Natal Press, 1999. 228 pp. R85,00

Restructuring of nursing education in KwaZulu-Natal: financial implications of
rationalising nursing education campuses. Durban: Health Systems Trust, 1999
ISBN 1-919743-44-8

RICHARDS, Maureen. /nto the millenium: Anglo-Boer War centenary diary: today
and 100 years ago. Pietermaritzburg: Shuter and Shooter, 1999
ISBN 0-7960-1493-0

SCOTT, Gillian. Ardmore.: an African discovery. Vlaeberg: Femwood Press, 1998
ISBN 1-874950-39-3 [Ardmore Ceramic Arts Studio]

SIMPSON, D.E. Collection and evaluation of runoff water quality from a disused
feedlot in KwaZulu-Natal. Pretoria: Water Research Commission, 1998 (WRC
Report No. 498/1/98)

ISBN 1-86845-498-3

SIMPSON, Phyl. Bravo Hotel calling. Howick: Brevitas, 1997
ISBN 1-874976-20-1

STEYN, E., and Prophet, J. Bibliography of the Anglo-Boer War. Bloemfontein: War
Museum, 1999. 300 pp.

ISBN 1-874979-16-2

STRAUSS, Gertrud, and Murran, Marita, editors. New St. Michael’s — Milne St:
rededication, 1998. Durban: St. Michael’s — Milne St Congregation, 1998
ISBN 0-620-22623-4

THOMAS, Val, and Grant, Rina. Sappi tree spotting: Highveld and the Drakensberg.
Johannesburg: Jacana Education, 1998
ISBN 1-874955-50-6

TORLAGE, Gilbert, and Watt, Steve. 4 guide to the Anglo-Boer War sites of
KwaZulu-Natal. Randburg: Ravan Press, 1999
ISBN 0-86975-520-X

VAN JAARSVELD, Albert. Mtunzini: a history from the earliest times to 1995,
translated by Maurice Bennett. Vol. l. Mtunzini: the Author, 1998
[Available from P.O. Box 292, Mtunzini, 3867]

WOODLEY, Valerie. On the high flats of Natal: earliest pioneers in the Highflats/ Ixopo
area of Southern Natal. Hightlats: Maxann Books, 1984, (1999 reprint)

ISBN 0-620-08080-9
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