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Oscar Dumisani Dhlomo (1943–2008)
Business, the intelligentsia and politics in South
Africa, especially the province of KwaZuluNatal, have been dealt a heavy blow by the
sudden death of one of the prominent leaders in
these fields.
The death on Friday 29 August 2008 of Dr
Oscar Dumisani Dhlomo, has been almost universally seen as a severe loss to the country. Dhlomo,
who died the age of 64, cut his political teeth as a
leading member of the then Inkatha Yenkululeko
Yesizwe (National Cultural Movement), which
was to later become the Inkatha Freedom Party,
under the leadership of veteran politician Inkosi
Mangosuthu Buthelezi.
Having joined the movement in 1978, Dhlomo rose within its ranks to eventually attain the
position of Secretary-General, before resigning
and quitting active politics in 1990.
Oscar Dhlomo
During the same year, however, he founded
the Institute for Multi-Party Democracy, an intellectual think tank whose aim was to
foster and support the institution of democratic practice in South Africa.
Dhlomo was born in Umbumbulu, south of Durban, on 28 December 1943. He
completed his matric at Amanzimtoti Training College before proceeding to the University of Zululand, where he obtained a BA degree in 1965, followed by a University
Education Diploma in 1967.
He went on to teach history at Menzi High School in Umlazi, and while teaching
continued to study privately, obtaining an honours degree and Bachelor of Education
from the University of South Africa three years later. He joined his alma mater, the
University of Zululand, as history lecturer soon thereafter.
Dhlomo held directorships in several prominent companies in the province. Among
the several chairmanships he held were with The Natal Witness Printing and Publishing Company, the Standard Bank, the Development Bank of Southern Africa, Afrisun
KZN and Shell SA.
Dhlomo’s leadership capabilities and contributions received recognition through the
award of the Ernest Oppernheimer Travel Fellowship from the British Council.
He was also a columnist for The Star newspaper, and co-authored two school textbooks in Guided Social Studies which were prescribed for grades seven and nine.
KwaZulu-Natal Premier Sibusiso Ndebele said Dhlomo’s death ‘casts a big shadow
over the province of KwaZulu-Natal and South Africa.’
As an intellectual, said Ndebele, ‘[Dhlomo] attracted attention through his writing
on the burning issues of the day with the problems of education claiming more of his
thought-provoking attention.’
At the funeral service, Inkatha Freedom Party leader Inkosi Mangosuthu Buthelezi
said Dhlomo’s resignation from politics ‘left a big void’ in his party.
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Dhlomo is survived by his wife Nokukhanya, three sons and a daughter.
The funeral service was held at his place of birth, at the United Congregational
Church, Umbumbulu, on September 6, 2008, followed by a cremation at the Stellawood
cemetery in Durban.
THABO MASEMOLA

Robert (Robin) Douglas Guy (1932–2008)
When Rob Guy died on 2 January
2008 he was 75 years old. He leaves
his wife Bella; they had been married
52 years and had four children and six
grandchildren.
Rob went to various primary
schools including Merchiston, Treverton and Kilgobbin in Pietermaritzburg
and the Natal Midlands during the Second World War. It was as a boy that he
used to catch the train to Underberg to
visit his grandfather’s farm Peakvale
and it was here that he developed his
Robin Guy
love for birds (which he had from an
early age), local history and the southern Drakensberg. He finished his schooling at Hilton
College, where his father had been and where in due course his sons would go.
At Rhodes University he studied Botany and Geology and on graduating he initially
worked for Anglo American, prospecting, and then was a game ranger and ecologist for
the then Natal Parks Board. However, once Don was born he realised that he could not
support a family on £40 a month and together with his father and cousin started farming bees and sugar cane. He went on to run one of the largest apiaries in the Southern
Hemisphere with over 2 000 hives spread out over most of Zululand. One of his sons
said that as a little boy he was taken to so many of the farms where his father had hives
that he believed that his father owned the whole of Zululand! Rob became President of
the Beekeeping Association and editor of their journal.
While on their farm in Zululand Rob and Bella had four children, three boys (Don,
Duncan and Robert) and a daughter (Jane). After nearly 25 years of marriage spent in
Zululand they moved to Underberg where Rob made a living by growing seed potatoes, building houses and commercial properties and for a while owned a share in the
Sani Top Chalet. As time went on he became more interested in the natural history and
cultural history of the region. He became the most knowledgeable bird watcher in the
district and for many years contributed articles to the local newspaper and when the
Southern African Bird Atlas project started in 1987 he became one of its most active
participants.
As he grew older Rob was more and more interested in the history of the southern
Drakensberg and became an expert on the San and their art, the early Zulu people of the
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