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Editorial

HIS YEAR Natalia features two previously unpublished pieces. The first
represents a considerable coup for the journal: a letter written in 1979 by
Nelson Mandela from imprisonment on Robben Island to Alan Paton.
Ironically, he never learned that the letter was not delivered, nor did Alan Paton
ever know that it had been written. It might have made a great difference to both
men had they been able to communicate freely. There’s a hand-written note at
the top of the letter which says: “Afgekeur. Gee verwitting. Beswaar teen Alan
Paton.” (Not approved. Inform. Objection to Alan Paton).
The letter was discovered among the Nelson Mandela papers in the National
Archives by Nelson Mandela Foundation staff and it is published here for the first
time by kind permission of Verne Harris, Head of the Memory Programme at the
Nelson Mandela Foundation.
Our other offering in this category is a letter describing a visit to Zululand by
the writer Nellie Fincher, who worked for the Witness about a hundred years ago.
The six articles in this edition of Natalia cover an exceptionally wide range of
topics: Lightning in Zulu culture, the state of emergency of 1986–1990, flying boats
in Natal and Zululand, attempts to create viable harbours on the Natal South Coast
in the colonial period, King’s School in Nottingham Road and the early days of the
Natal Parks Board. The continued strength of the journal is suggested by the fact
that all but one of these pieces was submitted unsolicited. Indeed, only recently
the Editor received an e-mail from an advocate in New Delhi inquiring whether
the forthcoming edition was still open for contributions. He had to be told that
Natalia 41 was fully subscribed. This inquiry, however, illustrates the increasing
value of having the entire Natalia corpus freely available on the Internet as this
is where our would-be contributor had discovered our existence.
The power of the Internet is also illustrated by an e-mail received by the Editor
from Vani Schütte in Germany. She is an Indian South African by birth and came
upon Natalia in researching her family history. Natalia 15 (1985) was an issue
devoted to commemorating the 125th anniversary of Indian immigration to Natal
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and, among other pieces, published an interview with Mr Sam Chetty. It transpires
that he is our correspondent’s uncle and so a reunion was arranged of him, Pat
McKenzie the Natalia Secretary, who has known him for many years, and Moray
Comrie, who did the original interview a quarter of a century earlier. A record of
this latter-day meeting appears in our Notes and Queries section.
For the rest, we follow our well-established pattern: Notes and queries, obituaries
of prominent citizens of the province and book reviews and notices.
It has been the practice in the past to publish an updated index after every 10
volumes. Thus the Natalia 11, 21 and 31 editions carried increasingly large indexes.
So, what of Natalia 41? A new index is due. Times have changed, however. The
previous three indexes were prepared by Natal Society Library staff, notably the
late David Buckley, as part of their duties and at no extra cost to the journal. But
the Natal Society Library is no more and investigation revealed that it would prove
an expensive exercise for the Natal Society Foundation, which now funds us, to
pay for a new hard-copy index.
And it would have been fruitless expenditure. Since the publication of Natalia 31
the Internet and search engines have transformed the way we access information.
A series of test searches for Natalia material produced a 100% success rate. So if
any reader wishes to find out anything which might have been published in any
previous edition of Natalia, just google it!
We trust, however, that in the brave new world of Internet wonders, a hard copy
of Natalia 41 will still find a welcome place on the shelves of readers interested
in both the past and the present of this region.
JACK FROST
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